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The Social Organization Studies of The Grand Canal in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Wu Xin

Abstract: The opening of the Grand Canal Integrated the original ecological and cultural system, during the

Ming and Qing Dynasties. On the basis of original clan organization, the business, secret social, faith-based

organizations, River worker and transportation organizations formed. They could not only integrate the social

elements of value, power, resources, but also made the order of the key elements. Internally, they are the people

within the organization to realize their own economic interests, and are the coordination mechanism of the

society; the externally, between the government and the market they constituted a structural framework for social

operation. In the sense of methodology, social organization studies may break the limitation of linear study of

regional social history, and extract the knowledge proposition with the whole history significance.

Key words: social organization; regional society; the Grand Canal
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